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The Orinda City Council acted 
on a pair of ordinances at its 

July 18 meeting, approving one 
to regulate Accessory Dwelling 
Units while voting to delay adop-
tion of the other proposed regula-
tions for short-term rentals.

 The ADU regulations were 
developed in response to changes 
in state law, changes that were 
a result of the need to increase 
dwellings and address the housing 
shortage.
 According to Orinda Senior 

Planner Derek Farmer who pre-
sented the staff findings to the 
council, “The new laws nullified 
our existing second dwelling or-
dinance. We were no longer con-
sistent with state law so we had 
to come up with an ordinance that 
took those changes into account.”
 Mostly, the new regulations 
are designed to ease the process 
of building second dwellings on 
a property, especially those with 
homes already developed on it.
 The ordinance clarifies rules 
that apply to ADUs in Orinda, 
making them consistent with state 
law. It also cleans up some of the 
other areas of the code, in particu-
lar maximum floor areas and the 
definition of what constitutes a 
kitchen.
 Without the changes, the stan-
dards that applied to ADUs were 
a confusing mix of state and local 
zoning rules.
 The council also considered a 
new ordinance to regulate short-
term rentals – through companies 
like AirBnB, VRBO, and Craig-
slist, among others – since there 
are currently no rules to govern 
these activities.

 As a result of a February 2016 
out-of-control party that ended in 
violence at a short-term rental, the 
city was prompted to determine 
more about regulating these types 
of rentals. The city was billed for 
the police assistance necessary to 
deal with the incident.
 The goal was to provide infor-
mation about the party in question, 
along with the broader impact of 
short-term rentals on public safe-
ty, traffic and parking, while also 
discussing the regulation of short-
term rentals by registration, li-
cense, or other methods to be sure 
the property owner is financially 
responsible for costs incurred by 
the city.
 Concerns about the registra-
tion procedure and the issue of 
“unhosted” (entire homes) versus 
“hosted” (private rooms within 
homes) caused enough discussion 
for the council to postpone a deci-
sion on the ordinance until its next 
meeting.
 Several residents spoke of the 
benefits of using rooms in their 
homes for short-term rentals as a 
way to be able to stay in Orinda 
and afford their mortgage.

 The council also heard a report 
from Marguerite Young, Ward 3 
Director of the East Bay Munici-
pal Utility District on water qual-
ity, upcoming infrastructure re-
pairs, a proposed rate increase and 
other matters.
 Young said that the rate in-
creases would amount to approxi-
mately four dollars per month for 
the average customer, with the 
revenue helping to pay for residual 
effects of the drought, capital im-
provements, and operations. 
 “The distribution system has 
over 4,200 miles of pipeline and 
is an average of 72 years old,” 
Young said. Currently EBMUD is 
replacing about 15 miles of pipe-
line a year, but hopes to increase 
that rate to 40 or more miles per 
year by 2020.  (See related story 
on page A1.)
 The Council also recognized 
many of the people and organiza-
tions responsible for the sinkhole 
repair on Miner Road, which 
opened on June 30 after a six-
month closure. The next regular 
city council meeting is scheduled 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 1 at the 
Orinda Library Auditorium.
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Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Global Luxury Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

CalBRE#01335916

Orinda $1,480,000
4 BR / 3 BA Great Yard

Sold - 4 Offers

Danville  $1,350,000
4 BR/3 BA  pool, close-in

Sold - 2 Offers

Thinking of  selling?  For exceptional results, call Frank!
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Coldwell Banker Orinda

#25, 2-10-16

1265 Upper Happy
Valley, Laf

3340 Helen,
Lafayette

26 Berkeley, Orinda

1201 Bollinger
Canyon, Moraga 

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda 56 Bates, Orinda 314 La Espiral,
Orinda

25 Longbridge,
Orinda

155 Camino Pablo,
Orinda

1907 Newell, Wal-
nut Creek

21 Sandy, Orinda

13 White Oak,
Lafayette

1718 Comstock,
WC - Pending

257 Sandringham,
Moraga

LAFAYETTE $3,695,000
4/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre
flat, charming single lvl traditional style
gated estate.
The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
3/2. Fabulous remodel with great level
yard. Convenient location. Top Schools.

Rick & Nancy Booth  CalBRE#01388020

ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks. Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

MORAGA $599,000
1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion CalBRE# 01878803

WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000
4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near
club house. Large living areas, tons of
storage.
McAtee/Wilson    CalBRE#01349169/01809247

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $3,195,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,389,000
4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3.5. 2907 approx. square feet.  One of
a kind Country Club beauty with old
world charm.
Melanie Snow    CalBRE#00878893

ORINDA $789,999
3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

WALNUT CREEK $795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this adorable
1289 SF home in Parkmead. Close to
K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

GRAND 
OPENING 
CELEBRATION
You’re Invited to Coldwell Banker 
Orinda’s Grand Opening Celebration

Thursday, February 18, 2016
5:00 to 7:30 pm

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117

Join us for live music and a
catered affair. 

Contact Coldwell Banker
today to RSVP.

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

PENDING

PENDING
PENDING
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ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision. 
Recently updated with many features. 
One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

BRIONES -MARTINEZ           $1,895,000
4/2.5 Magnificent Country Estate Built 
2006, the perfect mix: equestrian facility/
home/grounds.
Abrams|Geoffrion CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA $1,550,000
4/2.5 1 story All Updated,Granite 
Kit,CathCeil,Hwd Flrs. Carrera Marble, 
Pool/Waterfall/Lawn
Cookie Javinsky CalBRE #00598341

ORINDA $1,450,000
3/2 Elegantly updated & meticulously 
maintained. Beautiful yard w/ pool, ponds, 
patio & decks
Shellie Kirby CalBRE #01251227

ORINDA $2,775,000
4/3.5 Exquisite 4095sf Mediterranean 
estate w/750sf 1bd 1bth guest cottage 
built in 2008.
Lynn Molloy CalBRE #01910108

ORINDA $1,395,000
6/3.5 Spacious contemporary home on 
private lot with wooded views and fenced 
level area.
Meredith Linamen CalBRE #01918299

LAFAYETTE $2,750,000
5/4.5 NEW CONSTRUCTION! Coveted 
Trails neighborhood. Open floor plan, park 
like setting. A 10!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

ORINDA $1,385,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood 
shingled traditional! Plus newly 
constructed 1000 SF Great room.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders 
Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely 
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,349,000
4/3 Mediterranean style home, fully 
renovated interior and landscaped 
gardens.
Melanie Snow CalBRE #00878893

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen & 
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool 
& spa.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,875,000
6/6 Exquisite Orinda Country Club 
retreat w/private au-pair/in-law quarters. 
Spacious thru-out
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $1,525,000
5/3 Beautiful new construction close 
to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169

MORAGA $749,000
2/2 Highly desirable single level end 
unit. Open flr plan, updated kit,club 
house,pool, tennis
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND
Meet Peter Liu:
“Peter is just simply awesome. Without him, we wouldn’t have been able 
to close the deal. He was always willing to go the extra mile throughout the 
entire process and we found his responsiveness and connections in the 
Lamorinda area to be very valuable. Peter provided us with wonderful 
resources for financing, insurance, inspections and even contractors! We 
are looking forward to working with him in our future purchases/sales and 
would highly recommend him to anyone who is looking to move to the 
Lamorinda area.”
–JQJQ, Orinda Buyer

Meet Steve Stahle:
“My wife and I retained Steve to locate a home in the Orinda area in 2015. 
Within weeks, he located and secured a single family residence for us in 
Orindawoods. Needless to say, we were delighted! Due to his diligent and 
timely work, we were able to close the purchase of the residence within 
30 days. We found Steve to be thorough and timely with great follow up. 
We have recommended Steve to our friends and business acquaintances 
who were in need of a residential REALTOR®.” 
–David, Orinda Buyer

PETER LIU

STEVE STAHLE
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21 MERRILL CIRCLE  | MORAGA
$3,050,000

5 BR | 4.5 BA | 5447 Sq. Ft.
The Beaubelle Group | CalBRE#00678426

4 LAMP COURT  | MORAGA
$1,795,000

5 BR | 2.5 BA | 3092 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

58 EVERGREEN DRIVE  | ORINDA
$1,375,000

4 BR | 2 BA | 2270 Sq. Ft.
Diane Petek | CalBRE#01703677

55 DONNA MARIA WAY  | ORINDA
$2,950,000

5 BR | 4.5 BA | 3907 Sq. Ft.
The Beaubelle Group | CalBRE#00678426

10 BRANDT DRIVE  | MORAGA
$1,750,000

5 BR | 3.5 BA | 3692 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

10 VISTA DEL ORINDA  | ORINDA
$1,350,000

4 BR | 2 BA | 2596 Sq. Ft.
Laura Abrams | CalBRE#01272382

7 LA CINTILLA  | ORINDA
$2,795,000

4 BR | 4 BA | 4106 Sq. Ft.
Melanie Snow | CalBRE#00878893

473 THARP DRIVE  | MORAGA
$1,425,000

4 BR | 3 BA | 2759 Sq. Ft.
Lynn Molloy | CalBRE#01910108

1005 KATHERINE LANE  | LAFAYETTE
$975,000

3 BR | 2 BA | 1371 Sq. Ft.
Suzi O’Brien | CalBRE#01482496

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

2561 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette   (925) 691-9000

With 20 years experience, serving the greater Bay Area, now conveniently 
located in down town Lafayette ready to serve all your flooring needs.

Farshid Ramani
Owner
Lic.#853620

Honoring the sinkhole “heroes”: From left, back row: Levi Kinnebrew, 
Drake Haglan & Associates, Orinda councilmembers Darlene Gee, Inga 
Miller, and Dean Orr, Orinda vice mayor Amy Worth, Malcolm Sproul of 
LSA Associates, and Kevin Ross of Drake Haglan & Associates; front row: 
Ben Rodriguez and Eric Barker of Bay Cities Paving & Grading, Cathy 
Avila of Avila & Associates, Orinda mayor Eve Phillips, Yasmine Akky, LSA 
Associates, Dustin Rath, Vali Cooper & Associates and Larry Theis, Orinda 
staff.                                                 Photo John T. Miller

Housing ordinances dominate Orinda City Council meeting 
By John T. Miller




